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We in this room today are honored by the presence of Janet
Reno and Betty Castor. The work of these women constructed
plank by plant the bridge over the river of discrimination that
many of us in this room have safely trod in our journey seeking
equality.
Thus I say again, being in this room today with Janet Reno and
Betty Castor is our honor.
We will long remember today, when tell our grandchildren and
great grandchildren of the women we met back in August the
fourth year of the 21 st century, the year in which an election
changed our world.
Janet Reno and Betty Castor are two women that are in the
history books of today and will be in the history books of
tomorrow.
And we will speak of being with them in this room today. I
hope we have brought our cameras. For I know we have
brought our hearts and our pocketbooks.
These women have long been on the front lines. Most recently
we know Janet Reno as the first woman Attorney General of
the United States. Nominated by Bill Clinton 1993.
But Janet Reno belonged to us in Florida first. For from 1978
she had been the State Attorney General for Dade County.
The strength, vision, tenacity and commitment of Janet Reno
make her a role model for all who seek justice.

Betty Castor is ours in Florida also. Let me share with you in
two sentences what Florida was like in the '60's.
In 1969, I married Grady Johnson. As a married woman, I
was forced by law to give up my name. I was forced by law to
give up my credit cards. For married women were not allowed
to hold credit back then.
Betty Castor was one of the women who changed that for all of
us. In 1977, she fought our battles as a Senator in Tallahassee.
Then the battle was for the Equal Rights Amendment.
Again she fought for us as the first woman elected to the
Florida Cabinet as Commissioner of Education. Her tenure has
been long and arduous, for once more she fought for us as the
first woman President of the University of South Florida.
And ultimately she will continue fighting for the freedom and
rights of all women and men in the Senate of the United States.
As I stated earlier, we in this room today, August 7, 2004 are
honored to be here in the presence of Janet Reno and Betty
Castor.
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Janet Reno
Janet Reno is the first woman Attorney General of the
United States of America . Nominated by President Bill
Clinton on February 11, 1993. She was again appointed
in 1997 by President Clinton and remains Attorney
General of the United States.
Attorney General of the United States Janet Reno has
several key priorities: * Reduce crime and violence by
incarcerating serious, repeat offenders and finding
alternative forms of punishment for first time, non-violent
offenders.* Focus on prevention and early intervention
efforts to keep children away from gangs, drugs and
violence and on the road to strong , healthy and self-sufficient lives. * Enforce civil
rights laws to ensure equal opportunity for all Americans . * Ensure that the
Department of Justice reflects a diverse government, making integrity, excellence
and professionalism the hallmarks of the Department.
This is now. The early life and career of Janet Reno helps us understand the reasons
why Janet Reno is the remarkable person she is. Born on July 21 , 1938 in Miami ,
Florida . Her father, Henry Reno , came to the United States from Denmark and for
forty-three years was a police reporter for the Miami Herald. Jane Wood, Reno's
mother, raised her children and then became an investigative reporter for the Miami
News. Janet Reno has three younger siblings . Strong roots for a strong woman
Janet Reno attended public school in Dade County , Florida , where she was a
debating champion at Coral Gables High School. In 1956 Janet Reno enrolled at
Cornell University in Ithaca, New York, where she majored in chemistry, became
president of the Women's Self Government Association , and earned her room and
board .
In 1960 Janet Reno enrolled at Harvard Law School, one of only sixteen women in a
class of more than 500 students . She received her LL.B. from Harvard three years
later. Despite her Harvard degree, she had difficulty obtaining work as a lawyer
because she was a woman.
In 1971 Janet Reno was named staff director of the Judiciary Committee of the Florida
House of Representatives . She helped revise the Florida court system. In 1973 she
accepted a position with the Dade County State's Attorney's Office. She left the
state's attorney's office in 1976 to become a partner in a private law firm.
In 1978, Reno was appointed State Attorney General for Dade County . She was
elected to the Office of State Attorney in November 1978 and was returned to office
by the voters four more times. She helped reform the juvenile justice system and
pursued delinquent fathers for child support payments and established the Miami
Drug Court.
Th e strength, vision , tenacity and commitment of Janet Reno makes her a role model
for all who seek justice. Women's International Center is privileged to present the
1997 Living Legacy Awa rd to Janet Reno in honor of her many contributions .
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Betty Castor

Betty Castor
1941-

Inducted 1996
Betty Castor was the first woman elected to the Florida Cabinet and the first President Pro Tempore of
the Florida Senate.
Born in Glassboro, New Jersey, she graduated from Glassboro State College in 1963 and attended
Teachers College of Columbia University, where she organized a drive to send learning materials to
Uganda. President John F. Kennedy chose her to be part of a diplomatic mission there; she taught school
and helped the first group of African women climb Mount Kilimanjaro.
Castqr then taught in Miami and earned a 1968 master's degree in education from the University of
Miami . In 1972, after moving to Tampa, she became the first woman on the Hillsborough County
ComJPission . Elected to the state Senate in 1976, she served three terms and became Commissioner of
Educ,tion in 1986.

In 1994, Castor became President of the University of South Florida. The mother of three, she is married
to foryner legislator Sam Bell.
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